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six cents. In thus limiting the stakes to a merely nominal
amount he has followed the example of his old friend and
adviser, the veteran King of Saxony, who is accustomed to
play every night his game of skat after dinner, his stakes,
like those of the kaiser, never exceeding one penny.
I have often wished that I could see the face of the
kaiser's uncle, the Prince of Wales, were such truly regal
stakes as these proposed to him. His ordinary points and
stakes are any sum from five guineas to fifty, and even
a hundred, and the only time that I can recollect his
having played for less than a guinea was at Hughenden
when on a visit to the Earl of Beaconsfield, Bernal
Osborne, father of the Duchess of St. Albans, was one of
the party when the prince proposed a game of whist at five-
guinea points. Lord Beaconsfield was a poor man, obliged
to count every penny, and Bernal Osborne caught sight of
the manner in which his face fell when the proposal was
made. Grasping the situation, and remembering that
Lord Beaconsfield had but a few weeks previously added
the imperial crown of India to the British regalia, by
causing Queen Victoria to be proclaimed Empress of India,
he turned to the prince and remarked:
"Would it not be more appropriate, sir, to play for
crown stakes ? " The prince grasped the situation at once,
made a flattering reference to the old premier, and the
points played for were, as suggested, five shillings instead
of five guineas!
Apropos of this question of cards, William has done
everything in his power to check gambling, especially
among the army officers, and before succeeding to the
throne, while still only Prince of Prussia, he actually went
to the length of issuing a stringent order to the officers
of the Hussar regiment, of which he was colonel, forbid-

